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Programming Policy

Introduction

Three of the six guiding principles that unite community broadcasters relate directly to programming they are:

We will work to enhance the diversity of programming choices available to the public and present
programs that expand the variety of viewpoints broadcast in Australia.
We will work to demonstrate independence in programming as well as in editorial and management
decisions
We will work to support and develop local arts and music. (Page 1 Community Radio Broadcasting
Codes of Practice Oct 2008)

This policy is based upon Code 3 of the Community Radio Broadcasting Codes of Practice and its intent is to enable
2GLF to comply with the Broadcasting Services Act 1992. Where appropriate, the direct wording of the Codes of
Practice is used.

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to:

Outline material that will not be broadcast by 2GLF
Ensure programming decisions consider our community interest and needs
State the need to broadcast within a legal framework.

Policy

On air standards will take the following into account:

Violence and brutality: 2GLF will not broadcast material that incites, encourages or presents for its
own sake violence and brutality
Simulated news or events: 2GLF will not mislead or alarm listeners by simulating news or events.
Presenters will take into account the panic that could be generated if they simulated news and events
even in jest
Drug alcohol and tobacco use: When broadcasting, presenters will not present as desirable the use of
illegal drugs, the misuse of tobacco or alcohol as well as other harmful substances
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Suicide: When broadcasting, suicide will not be offered as a solution to life problems. No material will
be published that gives details about how to commit suicide or give information about the location of
a suicide/attempted suicide
Stereotyping and vilification: 2GLF will not broadcast material that is likely to stereotype, incite, vilify
or perpetuate hatred against, or attempt to demean any person or group on the basis of ethnicity,
nationality, race, language, gender, sexuality, religion, age, physical or mental ability, occupation,
cultural belief or political affiliation
Protecting children from harmful content: 2GLF will protect children from harmful material and
attempt to present the real world in a non-threatening way. Warnings will be broadcast prior to any
material that contains offensive language and/or adult themes. For programs that contain more than
an occasional instance of this content, a warning will be broadcast at the start of the program and at
least once every 30 minutes during the program. Presenters will avoid using offensive language on air
and music content will be programed with consideration to the time of day and the audience of the
program
Privacy: Privacy laws will apply to 2GLF broadcasts. The legitimate right to privacy will apply when
selecting program material. A person’s consent will be obtained prior to broadcasting the words of an
identifiable person
News and Current affairs: All effort will be made to present factual material accurately and to clearly
distinguish facts from commentary and analysis. Programs presented on languages other than English
may provide access to views not adequately represented by other broadcasting sectors. Such
programs have the particular responsibility to represent viewpoints fairly and to provide all relevant
and available material
Indigenous programming: 2GLF will present material that positively represents the indigenous
culture when the program schedule allows
Australian music content: 2GLF encourages local artists and musicians (those within the Liverpool
and Fairfield community) the opportunity to be interviewed and have their music broadcast on the
station within its regular programming. In accordance with Code 5 of the Community Radio Codes of
Practice programs at 2GLF will over a period of a month broadcast 25% of Australian music. When
selecting programs to be broadcast in English, this will be taken into account by the Programming
Committee
Sponsorship: 2GLF will not broadcast more than five minutes of sponsorship (inclusive of tags)
announcements in one hour and each sponsorship announcement will be tagged to acknowledge
financial or in-kind support by the sponsor. Refer to the 2GLF Sponsorship Policy for more
information
Balancing censorship and freedom of expression: 2GLF can broadcast material broadcast material
that is factual or the expression of a genuinely held opinion in a news and current affairs program or
in the legitimate context of a humorous or satirical work
Emergency Broadcasting: 2GLF acknowledges the important role it can play in broadcasting
emergency information and will assist authorities in the broadcast of emergency information. All
emergency information will be confirmed with the relevant authorities prior to broadcasting. Station
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management may pre-empt regular programming during emergencies to allow the broadcast of this
information as the situation warrants
Legal requirements: All presenters and programs in addition to the station’s program policy must
follow any other laws that apply to broadcasting within New South Wales and Australia.

Program Allocation

All programs will apply for airtime on an application form that will clearly indicate the target audience and
proposed content. 2GLF’s Programming Committee will conduct a reallocation process each year in April for the
main broadcast station and in October for the Online Streaming station. During this process, programs may be
rescheduled or changed taking into account changes to demographics and the applications/requests received by
the programming committee. Preference is given to:

Programs with substantial local content (music or spoken word)
Programs that have local links within the community
Unique programs (ones not currently catered for on the station)
Priority need (identified by the programming committee from time to time)
Programs that have indicated more availability
Programs that involve a number of presenters / producers
Programmers that show a commitment to the station by assisting with non-broadcast activities
Programs that commit to training and to the review the process

Program Requirements

Complete initial training and ongoing training as required
Meet all broadcasting regulations (station & regulatory)
Commit to the allocated timeslot and make arrangements when they are not available • Ensure a
quality program is produced
Promote their program, other programs and the station
Attend stations meetings and events
Respect the station equipment and volunteers

Program Evaluation

New & established presenters, through regular programming reviews, will:

Demonstrate their knowledge of and compliance with ACMA, legal and CBAA guidelines
Demonstrate technical ability
Demonstrate sound presentation skills
Adhere to station requirements, e.g. completing sponsorship logs, playing station promos
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Collaborate with other presenters and promote other shows. Each program is required to complete a
self-evaluation at least once each year.

Responsibilities 2GLF’s programs will be subject to ongoing monitoring by the Program Committee. The Committee
will also take into account the presenter’s self-review as part of this process. If a program fails to comply with the
programming policy a warning will be issued by the Programming Committee (on behalf of the board) and / or the
Board. Training if required will also be offered.

If an offence is serious and/or likely to reoccur the program will be taken off air and offered retraining in the
relevant policy. The program will not air until the retraining is completed. In the case of repeated breaches of the
policy the station reserves the right to remove a program from the schedule.

Version Prepared by Effective date
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